A HISTORY OF POLAND
banks of the Dubissa, to the Teutonic Order. The
latter now attempted to set up Wittnvt, son of the
murdered prince, against him, but Jagiello wisely fore-
stalled a further division of the country by conciliating
his cousin and restoring to him his father's territory.
As a final measure of security against the designs of die
Order, he effected die previously described marriage with
Jadwiga of Poland and the consequent union of the two
States,
The Act of Horodlo, in which this notable union of
the two kingdoms was subsequently confirmed, was
promulgated in 1413, and was itself hardly less note-
worthy. Its preamble contained the following high
invocation:
" Nor can that endure which has not its foundation
upon love. For love alone diminishes not, but shines
with its own light, makes an end of discord, softens the
fires of hate, restores peace in the world, brings together
the sundered, redresses wrongs, aids all and injures none.
And whoso invokes its aid shall find peace and safety and
have no fear of future ill!"
In view of the absence of reliable and really informative
records of this period, it is difficult to form any adequate
conception of die state of Poland during the first four
centuries of her existence. One can but gain here and
there a hasty glimpse of the political conditions of the
country, of the gradual rise of the nobility, the gradual
enslavement of die peasantry, and the decreasing power
of tie king. The one sure and unshakable fabric in the
kingdom, in this as in a later period, seems to have been
the Polish Church, whose beneficial influence cannot be
over-estimated. During the disastrous partitional period,
when every noble's hand was against his fellow, when
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